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AN EXPLANATION OF ST. PAUL'S 
DOCTRINE. CONCERNING. . 
CREATION OF ALL THINGS EE 


JESUS CHRIST. 


1E. who i in che beginning created the ROY : 
| and the earth, is afterwards repreſented to us 
"= Scripture, as having created Jacob and formed 
| Ifrael, (Ifaiah xliii. 1. 5 that is, as having created . 
him and his poſterity, by engaging to be their God, 5 
1 and chooſing them to be his peculiar people. „„ 
On this account they are called by the Apoſtle 5 
8 things that are, while the Heathen world, who had 
| Not been created by God in the ſame ſenſe, or who 
were not his people, are ſpoken of by him in oppo- 
ſition to the former, as things which are not. © God 
_ - hath choſen, ſays he, things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are. 1 Cor. i. 28. But now, 
under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, all chriſtians, - 
whether they have been Jews or Gentiles, without 
any regard to former privileges or deſcent, © are the 
1 workmanſhip of God, being created by him through 
_ Jeſus Chrilt.”” Eph. 4, 19. - = 
I his creation, by which the Gentiles: are -hacome T 
| fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body with the Jews, 5 
and partakers of God's promiſes in the goſpel, is 
ce that myſtery of Chriſt, which in other ages was 
not made Known t to the ſons of men, as It hath been 
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cording to the gift of the Grace of God given unto. 


him, that he ſhould preach among the Gentiles the 


unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and make all men ſee 


what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which from 


the beginning of the world had been hid in God, 


who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, 185 Ep. . 


. 


lowing obſervations.” 


In che New Teſtament, . particularly: it in hs . 
Epiſtles of St. Paul, perſons are commonly ſpoken of 
in the language Which properly denotes things, _ 
When Chriſt ſays, © All J. Pings are delivered unto _ 
him of the Father; Matt. xi. 27; or, © that the Fa- 3 
Wer hath given 400 things into his hands,” John iii. 
35 © that every thing which the Father giveth him 
will come to him,” John vi. 37 ; and, © that it is 


the will of the F ather who ſent him, that of every 


bing which he had given him he ſhould loſe 2. 
_ thing, but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day.” ohn 
vi. 39. His meaning in theſe paffages is plainly no 
other than what 1s expreſſed by him in other places 
in a manner more agreeable to our forms of ſpeak= _ 
"Inv. ff No one knoweth the Son but the Father“, 

Matt. xi. 27; and © No man cometh unto me, 
cept the Father draw him, and I will raile him up : 


at the Laſt day.” John vi. 44. 


And in * following addreſs to the Corinthians 


St. Paul, though he all along e of /hinngs, 18 


. 1 


e revealed to his holy apoſtles and prophets by the 
| ſpirit, whereof St. Paul was made a miniſter ac- 


In this view of. the apoſtle 5 N whey relate, 1 
we ſee, to God, not as the author of nature, but as 
the author of the goſpel; and conſequently to Chrift, 
not as the inſtrument of our creation in the primary 

| ſenſe of that word, but only as it denotes our ſalva- 
tion or redemption. And that this is a right view of _ 


them, will, I think, be rendered probable by the Sap 1 


really 


* 


really deſcribing the firſt converts to \ chriſtianity: £ 
For ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not 

many wile men after the fleſh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called. But God hath choſen 
the foolith hinge of the world to confound the wiſe, 
and God hath choſen the weak 7hings of the world, 
to confound the mighty; and baſe hies of the 


World, and things that are deſpiſed hath God cho- 
Fen; yea and things which are not to bring to 


nought ings that are.” 1 Cor. i. 26—28. 80 
that the apoſtle conſiſtently with his afual manner of 
ſpeaking or writing, when he aſſerts that all things 
were created by Jeſus Chriſt, may intend only that 
all men, Jews and Gentiles, were created by him, 


and that too in a figurative ſenſe only; for the term _ 


created is frequently uſed by St. Paul, as well as by” 


7 the writers of the Old Teſtament, | in a figurative or 


: ſecondary ſenſe, in which it ſionifies, mot to give 


| being, or to bring into exiſtence, but to confer -be- | 


1 nefits and privileges, or to place in a new and more 
advantageous ſtate of being. The apoſtle tells the 
| Epheſians, © that they are the workmanſhip of 
God, created by him in Chrift Jeſus unto good 


works; that they who in their Gentile ſtate were 


formerly afar off from God, are now brought nigh _ 


| unto him by Chriſt, who hath made both Jews and 


_ Gentiles one, and hath broken down the middle- 


| wall of partition between them, that he might create 


of twain one new man, which new man is alſo ſaid 


to be created in holineſs and righteouſneſs, after the ps 


image of God who created him.“ Eph. ii. 10, 17. 
iv. 24. Coloſſ. iii. 10. Here is plain mention of 
a creation, diſtinct not only from that by which the 


heavens and the earth were made, but from that alſo 


by which the Jews had before been created the 8 
ple of God; and in oppoſition to the latter of theſe, 
it 18 called the new creation, in the ſame manner that 
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the covenant of God with all mankind, through the 
mediation of Chriſt, 1s called the new covenant, in 
oppoſition to a former covenant which God had be- 
fore made with the Children of Lirac], by the medi- I 
5 0 ation of Moes. 
The general language of ſcripture. concern- 
5 ing this new creation is briefly this. Believing : 
Ileus and Gentiles, conſidered jointly, are called = 
: whole creation. Mark xvi. 15. Coloſſ. i. EY 
23. The Jewsare repreſented as the firſt-fruits of 
it, James 1. 18. 0 Jeſus Chriſt as the firſt-born 
ox heir. Coloſſ. i. 15. Heb; i. 2. Every fingle 
part of it, or 2h e believer, i is ſtiled a neu 
creature. Gal. vi. 15. 2 Cor. v. 17. And by it all 
believers, both Jews and Gentiles, of every nation, 
are ſo perfectly made one, that all former diſtin e- 
tions between them, ariſing either from their reli- _ 
gion, their country, or civil condition, are entire 
. Iy loſt in their common relation to Chriſt. There 
is no longer either Greek or Jew, Circumciſion * 
5 Uncircumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond or F ree; 
but Chriſt is all, and in all.“ Coloſſ. iii. 11. 
But St. Paul not only ſpeaks of perſons as things 
in common with the other writers of the New Teſ- = 
tament, and, in common with thoſe of the Old Tef- 
tament, frequently uſes the word created, in a figu- _ 
rative ſenſe; but, as he ſays that all things were 
created by Jeſus Chriſt, he ſays alſo that all things 
were before ſhut up under fin, Gal. iii. 22 ; that they 
are now reconciled to God, Coloſſ. i. 20, 21. and 
© quickened or made alive by him, 1 Tim. vi. 13. and 
that they are reduced under one bead, and ſubjected to 
Chriſt, Coloſſ. i. 16— 18. Epheſ. i. 20— 22. NOW. 
if by all things, in theſe ſeveral declarations of the 
Apoſtle, we ſuppoſe him to mean all mankind, or, 
as * elſewhere eas, all fleſh, (Rom. lil. 20. 
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Gal. il. 16.) every ſoul of man, (Rom. 3 ii. 9.) or, in 
reference to the great ſcriptural diviſion of man- 
kind, both Jews and Gentiles; they will then be 
85 perfectly conſiſtent with each other, and may be all 
Jjuſtly applied to one and the ſame ſubject. For, as 
both Jews and Gentiles are created by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſo before this creation they were, in the language o 
the Apoſtle, ſhut up under fin, are now in conſe- 
gquence of it reconciled unto God, and quictened, or 
made alive by him, are put under one head, and 
ſubjected to Chriſt. But on the other hand, if we 
ſuppoſe St. Paul, when he ſays all things were creat- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt, to mean the Heavens, and the 
Earth and the Sea; with what propriety can it be 
| and of theſe things, that they were once ſhut up under 
n, have been ſince reconciled unto God, and quick- 
ened by him, and are now placed under one head, ED 
and /ubjefed unto Chriſt? t: 5 
Another obſervation I ſhall offer, and Sh; con- 5 
td.ains a diſtinct argument in favour of the interpre- 
| tation which hath been given of thoſe paſſages of 
ſcripture, which aſcribe the creation of all things to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt is; That to be created of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and to be of God by him, are 
Phraſes of the ſame i import; or that one is the natural 
conſequence of the other: For, by whom we are 
ereated, by him alſo we are. Now St. Paul teaches 
us, not only that all things were created by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, but alſo that all things are by him. To 
us, ſays the Apoſtle, there is but one God, even 
the Father, of whom all things are, and one Lord, 5 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom all things are, and we by 
him.” 1 Cor. viii. 6. But in what ſenſe are we of 
God by Jeſus Chriſt ? In reference to our original 
production, or to our reconciliation, our juſtifica- 
„ tion and redemption? Let the Apoſtle be his own 
„ . : Interpreter. 
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interpreter. « Old as, ys» 14 are | paſſed 
away; behold, all things are become new. And 
all things are of God, who hath reconciled us unto 
- himſelf Jy Jeſus Chriſt, „ Cor. V. 17, 18. And 
in another place, Ye Gentiles are of God by Je- 


that we are created of God by Jeſus Chriſt in one . 
8 ſenſe, and that we are of God by him in a quite A 


F Jeſus Chriſt is no other than our fulda, our 
=:  Jandiification or redemption, 3 
1 No argument therefore can be formed from fc ED 

= | paſſages of ſcripture, as aſcribe the creation of all 
3 things to Jeſus Chriſt, to ſhew, that by his opera- 


Chriſt was himſelf not made. It hath indeed been 
often pleaded, that if Chriſt created all things, he 
himſelf muſt needs be uncreated; or, which is 


. we have now ſeen, that all things, in the true ſenſe” 
of the words, may have been created by, or through _ 
Chriſt, whether he himſelf be created or uncreated, 
Ro, whether he had my exiſtence or not ey ad 05 
5 birth. oy 
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| ſus Chriſt, who of him is made unto us righteouſ- : 
| neſs, and lanctification, and redemption.” 1 Cor. i. 
30. So that unleſs we can ſuppoſe St. Paul to affirm, I 


Y ferent ſenſe, we muſt conclude, that our creation by 


tion or agency God made the Heavens and the . 
Earth. Neither do they afford any proof, that _ 


plainly abſurd, he muſt have created himſelf. But 


THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 
THROUGH THE MAN JE ESUS CHRIST. 


i Cor. xv. 21. 


= 4 5 Man came Death, - by Man came e. the ; 


e of the Dead. 


: ＋ \HE Ape in the e wad: Migge te to our 
| obſervation a remarkable analogy between the: 
two diſpenſations of death and life, with reſpect to 
the nature of the perſons by whom they were intro- 


duced. As by man came death, a man came 4 40% the 95 


- rejurreftion of the dead. 
The foundation of which 1 or the fact it 


1 ſuppoſes, and upon which it is built, ſeems to be no 


in no reſpect materially different from Adam ; that 
= although he was miraculouſly conceived by 3 


gin, was the only-begotten and well-beloved ſon of 


God, the reſurrection and the life, in whoſe name is 
preached unto us the remiſſion of ſins, he was a 


man in the ſame ſenſe of the word, in which it is a 
plied by St. Paul to Adam, who was formed by th 


immediate hand of God alone, and in which it 5 


- commonly applied to all the ſons of Adam, who f 
come into the world in the ordinary way. For the 

Proof, that as vy man came 6 death, by man came alſo _ 
the | 


other than this; that Chriſt, as to his nature, was 


all men, by raiſin 5 
31. So is the ſame analogy more fully purſued by 
him in another Epiſtle: As by the offence of one, 
” judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the free-gift 
came upon all men unto juſtification of life. For as 
by one man's diſobedience many are made ſinners 
ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righ-. 
- os: Rom. v. 18, 19. But the Apoſtle, in 
- comparing Chriſt with Adam, in regard to the ef- 
fects and conſequences of their obedience and diſo- 
bedience, is careful to inform us, that the conſe- 
quences of Adam's fin, and the conſequences of _ 
_ Chriſt's obedience, are not in every reſpect of the 
ſame extent; but that what we gain by one far ex- 
ceeds our loſs by the other, that God hath in Chriſt 
beſtowed benches and bleſſings far ſurpaſſing, and 
abounding beyond the effects of Adam's tranſgreſ- : 
ſion. © Though by one man ſin entered into the 
world, and death by fin, and fo death paſſed upon 
all men. Yet not as the offence, fo allo is the free- 
gift. For if through the offence of one, many be 
dead; much more the grace of God, and the gift 
* , which! 18 1 one nan, Jeſus Chriſt, = 
abounded 5 


ö 


the reforiefiion of the dead, is, that 35 in n Allen all 
die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made A 
And as the Apoſtle alludes to this fact, in calling 
25 Adam the firſt, and Chriſt the /econd man, and far- 
ther confirms it, by adopting the ſame language, in 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, without any reference to Adam, 
under the characters of Mediator and Judge; © To 
us there is one God, and one Mediator between . 
and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus,” 1 Tim. ii. 5; and 
God hath appointed a day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs by that man whom he 
hath ordained, whereof he hath given aſſurance unto © 
g him from the dead; Acts xvii. 


O 


ZE but his wiſdom to.” 


1 IT 


abounded unto many. And not as it was 1s by one 
that ſinned, ſo is the gift: for the judgment was by 
one to condemnation, but the free-gift is of many 
offences unto juſtification. | IE 
__ offence, death reigned by one; much more they _ 
who receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of ß 
righteouſneſs ſhall reign in life by one man, Jefus 
ORC” Rom. v. 1, 17. = 
We may therefore reaſonably 8 chat St. 
Nh Paul, in ſpeaking of Adam and Chriſt, with reſpect 
co their natures, if he had known of any material 
diſtinction between them, would have been no leſs 
attentive to the circumſtances of oppoſition, than 
to thoſe of reſemblance; that inſtead of ſaying, As 
by man came death, by man came alſo the reiurrece- 
tion of the dead,” he would have ſaid, although ow: 
man came death, the reſurrection of the dead came by & 
: perſon of a nature far ſuperior to that of man. And 
ſince no oppoſition of this ſort appears, are we not 
at liberty to believe, nay, are we not obliged to ac 
knowledge, that God hath not only exerciſed his 
mercy and loving-kindneſs towards the children of 
men, by raiſing up for them a Saviour, hath not 
only fulfilled his word in fending the promiſed Meſ- 


For if by one man's 


bah, but hath alſo magnified his power, by making 


5 him who ſanctifieth, and them who are ſanctified, 
of one nature, by raiſing up the author of life and 5 
ſalvation from among the deſcendants of him who 
brought death into the world. And not only his 
mercy, his truth, his power are hereby manifeſted, 
c For verily Chriſt took not 
on him the nature of angels, but he took on him the 

| ſeed of Abraham;” Heb. ii. 16. that is, he was 

not choſen of God to be the Saviour of Angels, but 
«© Wherefore, as the author of the Epiſ- 
tle to the Hebrews argues, in all things it 5 15 

him 


of Men. 
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= him to by malle like unto his VER SEN that he might : 

be a merciful and faithful High-Prieſt in things 

| pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
ſins of the people. For in that he himſelf hath been 
tempted, he is able to ſuccour them who are tempt- 
ed. For we have not a High- Prieſt who cannot be 
8 touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 


. in all things tempted like as we are, yer without Es 
a ſin.” Heb. 1-47, 49; WH: 
| "Wie all men have not ſo jearned: Chriſt. Many: -- 
| inſtead of believing with the Apolile, that as by nan 
came death, by man came alſo the reſurrection of 
the dead, have for a long time agreed | in profelling Es 


a very different, or even oppolite faith. While 
they allow, with the Apoſtle, chat death came by 


man, they aſſert in direct oppoſition to the plain 
ſenſe of his words, that the reſurrection of the dead . 
came by a perſon of a nature far TE: to that of 3 
Ee man, or even equal to that of God. : 1 
And ſome *, however ſhocking it may f . 
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5 ſcruple not to declare, that, on any other ſuppoſi- 5 


tion, the Scriptures are not the word of God; the 
diſcoveries they pretend to make are unworthy of © 


the name of divine revelation; the miracles and 
ö prophecies they record are incredible, as having no 


important end in view; the Apoſtles are falſe wit- 


1 


neſſes, and the Son of God himlelt 1s an impoſtor, - 


L and his religion a lie. 
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Ihey are aſhamed of the Apotile's 8 doctrine. : 
. Such a goſpel appears not to them to be either the 
power or wiſdom of God; they can diſcover in it 
5 ſcarcely any traces of his gs. and as for his 


Juſtice, = 
* PR Dr. Tucker? 8 Brief = Diſpaſſionate View af . 


Difficulties attending the Trinitarian, Arian, and Socinian 
Syſtems ; Mr. White's Sermons at the Bampton Tele, and 


| op Hurd's -Sermongs 


* 


juſtice, it ſeems to them to be wholly diſregarded, | 


"Chriftianity under ſuch a form, hath nothing in it 


lovely or amiable in their eyes; nothing * hich en- 
titles it to any preference above the moral ſyſtems of 

Pagan Philofophy, or the religious Impoſture of 
5 Mahomet. And if they ever deign to call the pro- 

feſſors of it Chriſtian, it is with the opprobrious ad- 


dition of Blaſphemers, Deiſts or Atheiſts. 


To preach ſalvation to them by Jeſus Chriſt, 2 
man approved of God by ſigns and wonders, whom 
he hath raiſed from the dead, the firſt-fruits of then 
who fleep, is like bidding the proud Syrian ap- 
tain to go and waſh and be "clean. «He was wroth, 
and went away ſaying, I thought he would ſurely 
have come out to me, and ſtood, and called on the 
name of the Lord his God, and have ſtricken his 
hand upon the place, and recovered the Leper.“ 
2 Kings v. 11. And theſe men think, that the 


grace of God unto ſalvation hath not appeared at all, 


if it hath not been manifeſted © in a manner ſo aW- - 
fully ſtupendous, that reaſon ſtands aghaſt a at it, and 
faith herſelf is half-contounded *.” : 
All ſenſe of the love of God, in ſending SY So: | 

15 kia only-begotten and well- beloved Son, if he be 
not alſo his eternal Son, is entirely effuced from 
their minds. As if the . of day and 

night, of ſummer and winter, were no proofs of 
God's power and providence, or the bleſſings of 

ſeed- time and harveſt were no bl ellings, if they 
are procured, not by the motion of the whole heaq- - 

vens, but by the ſimpler and eaſier motion of the 


at; as if the witdom of God in redeeming 


mankind were a different thing from that wiſdom _ 
. vo; which he made the world; or it were a vain n thing ] 


er Biſhop Harl's Sarmons. Vol. ii P. 285, 4e. 


Sx? 


" — ww, 
„ * 
CT 232 n 2 
—— 8 * q „ 


"Hz Ma 5 
. * . * : - 2 _ 
x Of Re - —— 32 _ hy Yu [+ 
\ ——— „ 


— "#7 — . Bi 
2 9 ES. de oh 8 
5 3 


* ? 
” 2 A 
= 
tet.” he + 


* 
. * _ . = on wy — — — 
— — Käæ — —[— — — 
8 hp HT pe 
* 1 > its fn. __ 
F . by. 2 4 7 2 
Nr 


| _ x 
—_— LN r 


8222 


4 
i 
5 
5 
: 


wm 


ooo Ee IESA ESI ae / Rim + 
* N — r — — n * = = 
2 js * * 1 7 15 . 


— - - OT — 25 A * — Deg 8 PO PE I a he C4 IN 
— Eee NIE WE _ 6 7˙ IE Ie" Me Lge SS krone Em -  Enc r N 
- 7 2 — 2 s * * — - „ = . W BY . r : N 9 3 K . -* * N — 1 — 2 y a. x. Ra x \ 
r VS - LEE 5 (NG 26 "#5 3 nn 2 5 — 3 a "Ms CR" - 2 - * So. > _ — . a 2 „ _ - > "> St ** * * * SRP hs , 
% ad — x 7 5! . 4 4 7 3 . . es ws * * . 3 ö : 4 : * J . 
* b * 3 " "_ — Ivy 1 5 8 . «, — r N 3 . . : — — —ʃ — p — 
SR — Co — * . — — * — — 2 N rr Nr Go < rr —— — arm —— — —.—— —— — 


— —— 


„„ TN 
c 


LEST 


8 


F. Er. 35 


4 
. 
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to expect any traces of that ſimplicity i in the word 
of God, which all confeſs to be the grand characte- 
riſtic of the works of God. 


The Apoſtle had been difcourbing of Chriſt” $ Re- 


ſurrection, not as an independent fact, but as con- 
nected by divine appointment with the reſurrection _ 
of all mankind. If, fays he, Chriſt be riſen 
from the dead, how ſay rt among you, that there 
is no reſurrection of the dead? But if Chriſt be not 
5 riſen, then is our preaching vain, your faith is vain, 
and ye are yet in your ſins.” %% ts 17+: 
But what dependence hath the belief of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, or the expectation of our own, on any 
opinion we may entertain concerning his perſon ? If _ 
we believe, that the reſurrection to eternal life 
comes by man, is our belief either leſs reaſonable on 
that account, or leſs important? Will it contribute 
leſs to the conſolation of our minds, or the ſanctifi- 
cation of our natures? Or rather, having this hope, 
| ſhall we not endeavour, equally with others who en- 
tertain a different opinion, to purify ourſelves as 
Chriſt himſelf is pure; and faint not in tribulation, _ 
as knowing that our preſent light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, will work out for us a far more 
: exceeding and eternal weight « of glory ? See1 John 
x me * > Cor. iv. 15. 17. : 
„ muſt all appear before the "READY ſeat of 
- Chit; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be gooe or evil; and knowing, as well as 
others do, the terrors * the Lord, why ſhould we 
not be equally moved by them? Or Why ſhould the 
love of Chriſt leſs conſtrain us, ſince we alſo thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
1 dead ; and that he died for all, that they who live 
ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but 
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unto him who died for them, and roſe again ? See : 


2 Cor. v. 10, 11, 14, 15. 


If in conſequence of the apoſtle's reaſoning * 


ſhould be perſuaded, that our Saviour was in every 
material point like to Adam, fin only excepted, 
ougght ſuch a perſuaſion to hinder us from acknow= _ 
ledging, that the Grace of God unto ſalvation by 
Teſus Chriſt hath actually appeared to all men; or 
at all to leſſen our obligation to comply with it's in- 
. ſtructions, i in denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and in living ſoberly, righteouſly and godlily in this 
preſent world, under a full expectation of his ſecond 

glorious appearance, and under a firm conviction 
that at his firſt appearance he gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 


rify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 8000 5 
works? See Tit. ii. 11-14. 


But the doctrine which we have ſuppoſed to be | 


5 is foundation of that analogy, which hath been 
_ ſuggeſted by St. Paul, between the two diſpenſa- _ 
tions of life and death, with reſpect to the authors 
of them, it is alledged, changes the object of religious 
worſhip, alters the way of falvation, and detratts from 
| the love of God and Chriſt, in the work of our re- 
demption, and conſequently diminiſhes the ground 5 
1 of our love to them. bes 
| 1 aſk, the object of whoſe worlkip > ? Doth it 5 
_ change that of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, or of the 
Church of Chriſt, ſo far as we have any account of 
it in ſcripture? The only object of chriſtian wor- 
| ſhipis the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chriſt. 
And doth this doctrine ſet up more Gods than one, 5 
more creators and governors of the world, and there: 
by lead to idolatrous or unſcriptural worſhip | ” Doth- 


it hinder us from worſhiping the one only God, 


1 as a Spipir, | in Pin and in truth, or from offering 


to 


cn 7 


hath appointed. 


reaſon be accuſed of altering the way of ſalvation, 


3 : for us. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 


him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 
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to ks our prayers and thankſgivings, our praiſe | 
and adoration, Oven the « one mediator whom he 7 


And if they who believe on the authority of the - 
apoſtle, that to chriſtians there is one God, believe 
alſo on the ſame authority, that there is one media- 
tor between God and men, even the man Chriſt Je- 
tvs, who hath aboliſhed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light, and WR! is the propitiation for 
the ſins of the Whole world; they cannot with any 


odr rendering our expectation of it leſs ſecure; for 
the ſcriptures never repreſent to us any other way of -* - 
falvation, nor preach | any other name by which we | 
may be ſaved. They have no hopes indeed of fal- 
vation founded on an infinite atonement or fatisfac- _ 
tion; but nevertheleſs they know and are affured, 
mat God hath by the obedience of Chriſt, under % 
many ſufferings unto death, reconciled the world 
unto himſelf, and that eternal life is the gift of God 
through him; and they can Join in the Apoſtle's 
exclamation, « Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
Charge of God's ele&? It is God that juſtifieth. ” 
1 Who 3 is he that condemneth ! 2? It is Chriſt that died, 
Foca rather that is riſen again, who is even at the L 
right-hand of God; who allo maketh interceſſion ; 


Neither can zhey be deemed guilty af lefltning ” 
the love of God and Chriſt in the work of redemp- | 
tion, and thereby our love to them, who acknow-. 
_ ledge, that God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only- begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


John iii. 16. If they do not ſuppoſe, that God ſent 
his eternal Son, or that the erna! Son of God of- 
lered hünſelf f for our falvation ; ; neither do the ſcrip- 
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8 


tures ever place the love of God i in any thing but 
his ſending his only-begotten and well-beloved 

Son, or the love of Chriſt in any thing but his dy- 

ing for us: whom therefore, though we have not 
ſeen him, we have ſufficient inducement to love; 
for © greater love hath no man than this, that he 


lay down his life for his friends.“ John xv. 13. 


: And we ought to love God, becauſe “ he hath firſt | 
loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation on 
our ſins.” 1 John iv. 10. Was 
Falſe doctrines, or falſe explanations of true ones, 
are frequently called the peculiarities of the goſpel, 
and, under the ſanction of that name, eſcape the ez, 

amination they have too much reaſon to fear; to 
| them indeed the doctrine we have been conſidering, 
cannot but be unfavourable ; but that it is ichn „ 
ent with any important article of our Chriſtian faith _ 
or duty, or indeed with any thing that deſerves ro 
| - De regarded as a part of the Chriſtian Revelation; 
there is as little zruth in affirming, as we have ſeen 
1 there 1 1s decency often in the manner of expreſſing = 
As various opinions have prevailed concerning 
3 me nature or perſon of Chriſt, ſo the fame variety 
| hath formerly prevailed concerning the order and 
poſition of the heavenly bodies; and thoſe without 
doubt ought in both caſes to be received by us as 
the true ones, which are moſt conſiſtent with, and 
ſerve beſt to explain, the appearances in nature and 
' ſcripture. But as any one of the latter hypotheſes, 
to whatever objections on other accounts it may be 
liable, is perfectly conſiſtent with a belief in God, 
as our creator and governor ; ſo is any one of the 
former opinions, though only one of them can be 
true, equally conſiſtent with a belief in the Son of 


God, as our Saviour and Redeemer. In all our 


beo ri es of the world, whether we e place the ſun 
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to be the ſource of light and heat, and the princi- 


ledge Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs, to be the 
light and life of mankind, whether we conſider him 
or not, as being above his brethren with reſpect to 
his natural dignity. And all the benefits we de- 


the bleſſings, which as chriſtians we either at pre- 
ſent enjoy, or hope to obtain, through the media- 
lion of the other, it is our duty in both capacities to 
aatſcribe to the original goodneſs and free mercy of 
bim, who is above all, from whom cometh every 


nificent titles ſuited to the ſublimity of his nature, 


is ſtiled in Rey, Tas FaTHER or Licnrs, 
| See andes i. 17. 


= all evermore. 


* F 


More" or Ado the earth we inhabit, we chfelt it 


pal inſtrument of life to the vegetable and animal 
parts of the creation. So in all our zheories of 
Chriſtianity, we may with equal propriety acknow- 


rive as men, through the inſtrumentality of one, all 


good and perfect gift, and who, among other mag- 


'T he S8 wy our Lord Jes Chriſt be wich us 


